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W\NW.archives.gov July 22, 2008 

The Constitution of the United States: A Transcription 

Note: The following text is a transcription of the Constitution in its original form. 
Items that are hyperlinked have since been amended or superseded. 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America. 

Article. I. 

Section. 1. 

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States. which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Section. 2. 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the 
Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the 
United States. and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

Rf;l:jl@S8Qtatives aD~L9lrect 19xes~t!~1 ~-'~PJ?9rti.oI1_~Q ~n)9n-flJhe_ $~yeraISta~~~J~h_m_aY tJJ~. in9l!!@d withinlbl~ Union, according to their 
~'iLtoI!.!lllJ>~'I;I~h shall be determined by adding to the whole Numblli _Qfllie Persons including thQse bound to Service. for,tTerm 
gfYears and excluding Indians not taxed three ~ftb§'Q!Jillo!b~.p~rsol]§. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Vears after the 
first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law 
direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand. but each State shall have at Least one 
Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made. the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts 
eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, 
Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen In the Representation from any Stete, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such 
Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

Section. 3. 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen byth~J_egislatyrJlthereoffor six Vears; and 
each Senator shall have one Vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election. they shall be divided as equally as may be into three 
Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiretion of the second Year, of the second Class at the 
Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; 
and if Vacancies_b@pen by Resignation, or otherwise. during the Recess of the Legislature of any State" lhe .ExeQlMlLe thereof maY-make 
t~fJ1JN@lY_AQQQjnJ!Jl~[11~ ~ntil the next M~e1JDg__ QfJb~Ll,.~-9.i.!!iJ.a1Yr~~ Which ~h~ IlJtt~I]JilL~!J~_!l VaGiH1Gj~s 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Vears a Citizen of the United States. and 
who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall 
exercise the Office of President of the United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try allimpeachmen!s. When Sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the 
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President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of twa 
thirds of the Members present 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of 
honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Triai, Judgment 
and Punishment, according to Law. 

Section. 4. 

The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives. shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators, 

The Congress shall assemble at ieast once in every Year, and such Meeting shall b§!QG_!tLe_flrst M~mdEiG_Dece01!>M, unless they shall by 
Law appoint a different Day, 

Section. 5. 

Each Hause shall be the Judge of the Elections, Retums and Qualifications of its awn Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a 
Quorum to do Business; but B smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent 
Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly BehaViour, and, with the Concurrence of two 
thirds. expel a Member, 

Each Hause shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment 
require Secrecy: and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either Hause an any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present be 
entered an the Journal. 

Neither House, during the Session af Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other 
Place than that in which the twa Houses shall be sitting, 

Section. 6. 

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid oul of the Treasury of 
the United States, They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their 
Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and retumlng from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either 
House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the 
United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person 
holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in Office, 

Section. 7, 

All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives: but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on 
other Bills, 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it became a Law, be presented to the 
President of the United States: ff he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journai, and proceed to reconsider It If after such Reconsideration two thirds 
of that Hause shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be 
reconsidered, and if approved by twa thirds of that House, it shall become a Law, But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be 
determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered an the Journal of each House 
respectively, If any Bill shall nat be raturned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, 
the Same shall be e Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it 
shall not be a Law, 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a 
question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved 
by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules 
and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

Section. 8. 

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and EXCises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common 
Defence and generai Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be Uniform throughout the United States; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 
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To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several Slales, and with the Indian Tribes;
 

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;
 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;
 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;
 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;
 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by secunng for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their
 
respective Writings and Discoveries; 

To conslitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;
 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences against Ihe Law of Nations;
 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;
 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;
 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and diSCiplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the 
United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the 
discipline prescribed by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of 
particular Slates, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority 
over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in Which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, 
Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;--And 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vesled by this 
Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

Section. 9. 

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of Ihe States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall nol be prohibited by the 
Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation. not exceeding ten 
dollars for each Person, 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may 
require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.
 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the_ Gsmsus or enumeratlorLh~[f;:!Ln b~fQCftQiJBcted to~Jakef1.
 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.
 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels
 
bound to, or from. one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties In another. 

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of 
the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. 

No Tille of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the 
Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King. Prince, or foreign Stale. 

Section. 10. 
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No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make 
any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the 
Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Tille of Nobility. 

No State shall. without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely 
necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be 
for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress. 

No State shall. without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War In time of Peace, enter into any 
Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or In such imminent Danger 
as will not admit of delay. 

Article, II. 

5ection.1. 

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, 
and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows: 

Each State shali appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators 
and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of 
Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

Tt1e__Ele_ctors_ sh~_lllTleet_!n_th~!u~spective StEltes.. __and----'Lo_te ~y _~JI9Lfg[ tw<;LP~rsons, QLwh.om _DQi!~t le_~1. s-llitl'- not b~_?'i1lnha_b.il~ntaftlJ~ 
~ame State with themselves. And they shaU f!l"-k&Jl List of all the P~n;QmL\'_01!ld for•.and of th~umbeJ'~tV!Lt~Joreach' whicll List thl!)l 
~hgll signan<L«ertify, and tr"nsmlt seale~_l!!_theSeatQftbe Gov~nm~nLQ(JheUnited SJi!tM.dlr!lgec1j!Uh~_£'residenLQfJb"LSeng~Th~ 

PresideDl of the S<mJ!le~hi!lLl"--ihe.i>!"?sence.Qt the Senate _and HQyse oJ.Rm1r-esentaQ'&hQpen "II theJ;~",tes~and tM-Vgtes shall 
!ben!J~glunl~cLJbe Person havLogJhJtgreatltst NumQ!'!r OJ'y'QJ~sMLgll be the P~~d!mtjf such Num!Je.r~-'1 a Majorili'-Qf thewl:LQLe Ny",ber 
giEieGtofsappointed' and ifth",e ,,-,,--more than one Who have ~uch Majority and have an equaLNum.b~Vot~then the House of 
Representatives shalllmrnedia1~IYQluse.byJ!;;jjQt one oUhem for Presideot.MtQJinQ 'persQn haYe_iLMajority, then JrolILthe_fLve hjgbj'!slQ!1_ 
the LisUhe_said HOYsenshall ill. like Manner chuse the PresidenL6yt in chy.§j!19-theJOresident. the Votes shall be take.n.JuoStates, lhJ'! 
8~presentation frOlIl.J;a,ch StateJJayiCl.9-0ne Y.Q~~ __p._q~onJnJ for this purQJ;t$~ sh~1I CQD1iist aJJLM.?m.b.gr or Members fLo_m. twQJhirQ~ of to!! 
$!i!tes and_a Maior~yof allJh~ States shali be necessary.\Q a ChQigLlrr.s>y..ery!;ase, after the !;hoice of.th.s> President, the F'erson.ha'ling 
the grea!!t~t Number of Votes gf the.Eiector\LsOgIjQltlhe Vice Pre~d.e~\' But if ther~ shoulcj remain two Qr mQreWhO bg\@ e_gjJi!1 Votes, the 
Sen,,-te sball chlJ.~jfQm them by Ballo\ thilice Presid.floJ. 

The Congress mi!Y determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Dayan which they shall give their Votes; which Day shail be the 
same throughout the United States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to 
the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been 
fourteen Years a Resident Within the United States. 

InC.se of th_eBi'lmov!'LQfJbe President frQmQfficeLQf of his D~i!th,Resign1!tiQn, or InabiillyJo.disChi!JJle. theJ:>Q.l\ler~.-"nd Duties of!he .s.<lid 
Offic~-,---lhe S.am~L~h~1I de'-':9!ye on th~_ "lIce Pre~(delJ!iJ;md the Congress_m~Law---Rr9vide for the Case of Removal Death, HesignatiQn or 
l'lability, Roth of thePresident aDd Vice pr8§ident, d.ej;laringwhatQffig",-r~allthen;;gj lis !'re.sid.e.nL.nliychnDffiger shallll\;tac~Qrding!y, 

votiJ the_Disability be remQv'!~Q,-iLE'residen,-shallbe elecj!td. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be Increased nor diminished during the 
Period for which he shall have been elected. and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any 
of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office. he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:--"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States" 

Section. 2. 

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called 
into the actual Service of the United States; he may reqUire the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive 
Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for 
Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and With the Advice end Censent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present 
concur; end he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent oflhe Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers 
and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States. whose Appointments are not herein otherwise 
provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they 
ttlink proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of law, or in the Heads of Departments. 
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The President shall have Power to fili up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate. by granting Commissions which 
shall expire at the End of their next Session. 

Section. 3. 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures 
as he shall jUdge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions. convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of 
Disagreement between them. with Respect to the Time of Adjournment. he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall 
receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the laws be faithfully executed. and shall Commission all the 
Officers of the United States. 

Section. 4. 

The PreSident. Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States. shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of. 
Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

Article III. 

Section. 1. 

The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested In one supreme Court. and in such infenor Courts as the Congress may from time to 
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good BehaViour, and shall. at 
stated Times, receive for their Services a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. 

Section. 2. 

The judiCial Power shali extend to all Cases. in law and Equity. arising under this Constitution. the laws of the United States, and Treaties 
made. or which shall be made. under their Authority;--to all Cases affecting Ambassadors. other public Ministers and Consuls;--to all Cases 
of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiclion;--to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;-·to Controversies between two or more 
States;- betw~~n a,State_and Citizens of another_State.;--between Citizens of different States;--between Citizens of the same State claiming 
Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

In ali Cases affecting Ambassadors. other public Ministers and Consuls. and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall 
have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and 
Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such RegUlations as the Congress shall make. 

The Trial of ali Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes 
shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State. the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by law 
have directed. 

Section. 3. 

Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering 10 their Enemies, giving them Aid and 
Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open 
Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or 
Forfeiture except during the life of the Person attainted. 

Article. IV. 

Section. 1. 

Full Faith and Credit shell be given in each Slate to lhe public Acts. Records, and judiCial Proceedings of every other State. And the 
Congress may by general laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts. Records and Proceedings shail be proved. and the Effect thereof. 

Section. 2. 

The Citizens of each State shali be entitied to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony. or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice. and be found in another State. shall on 
Demand of the executive AuthOrity of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the Slate haVing Jurisdiction of the 
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Crime. 

No PersQn ~_lsUo_ S~JYice_QLh~bour in one S_t~~J",nderJhEt1§w.ul:li;!reof,e~il}gj[1~~!Jother~all,in Con.segu~--.09€---.m a~ Law o~ 

R~gill~tion ther~jn.. be di!l~harg_eglron:t~_I1Gt:l~~rvjce or L~QQ_u~yt shall t;te_d~liveJed up QD_C!@lrr. of th~E;,:Ht--y to whoJTI sych Serviq~ or 
~~abolJlmay~bf'_Que 

Section. 3. 

New Stales may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other 
State; nor any State be formad by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States 
concerned as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property 
belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of 
eny particular State. 

Section. 4. 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Govemment, and shall protect each of them against 
Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened), against domestic Violence. 

Article. V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to thiS Constitution, or, on the 
Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, 
shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, 
or by Conventions In three fourths thereof. as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no 
Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth 
Clauses In the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be depnved of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

Article. VI, 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered Into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States 
under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the Authority of the United States. shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, 
any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and ail executive and jUdicial 
Officers, both of the United Slates and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no 
religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the Unitad States. 

Article. VII. 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying 
the Same. 

The Word, "the," being interlined between the seventh and eighth Lines of the first Page, the Word "Thirty" being partly wrillen on an Erazure 
In the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The Words "is tried" being inteMined between the thirty second and thirty third Lines of the first Page and 
the Word "Ihe" being interlined between the forty third and forty fourth Lines of the second Page 

Attest William Jackson Secretary 

Done In Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the independence of the United States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have 
hereunto subscribed our Names, 

~Washingt9D 

Presidt and deputy from Virginia 
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For biographies of the non-signing delegates 10 the Constitutional Convention, 
see the FoJmdin~fathers page. 
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