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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

WHEREAS, Fire Prevention Week was estabbished to commemeorate the Great
Chucago Fire of 1871 that tragically killed mote than 250 people, left 100,000 homeless,
destroved more than 17 400 scrucrvres and burned more than 2,000 acres: and (his evenr
changed the way the firefichters and public nfficials thought about fire safety, and

WHLERFEAS, on the 40 anniversary of the (rreat Chucago Fire, the Fire Marshals
Associatgon of North America {today known as the Internagonal Fire Marshals Associaton),
decided chat the anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire should henceforth e observed not
with festrvittes, but in a way that would keep the public informed about the importance of
fire prevenuon; and

WHEREAS, in 1920, President Woadrow Wilsan 1ssued the first Natonal Fice
Prevention Day proclamauon, and since 1922, Nadonal Fire Prevention Week has been
observed on the Sunday through Sanuday period in which Ociober 9 talls; and The
Presdent of the Unied States has sipned a proclamation pronouncing a national observance
during that week every year since 1925; and

WHERLAS, the County of Monroe is committed 1o ensuting the safety and security
of all those living in and vistung our county: and

WHEREAS, fire 15 a serious public safety concern both locally and nanonally, and
homes are the locauons where people are at greatest risk from fire; and

WHEREAS, home fires killed more than 2,500 people in the United States in 2006,
according to the latest research fram the nonprofit Nanonal Fire Protection Association
INFPA), and fice departments in the United States responded 1o nearly 400,000 home fires;
angd

WHEREAS, cosking is the leading canse of home fires and home fire injuries, while
heanng equipinent and smoking are the leading causes of home fire deaths; and

WHEREAS, Monroe County’s firetighters are dedicated to reducing the occurrence
ol hume tires and hame fite injuries theough prevention and protecinn cducation; and

WHEREAS, Monroe County's residents are responstve ror public educazon
measures and are able 1o take personal steps to increase their safety from fire, especially in
their homes; and tesidents who have planned and pracnced a home fire escape plan are
more prepared and will therefore be more likely to survive a fire; and

WHEREAS, the 2008 Fire Preventan Week theme, "11's Fire Prevention Week —
Prevent Home Fires!” cffectively serves 1o remind us all of the simple actions we can take to
stay safer from fire duning Fire Preventon Week and vear-tound.

THEREFQRE, I Mario i (vennare, Mayor of Monroe County do hereby proclaim
October 5-11, 2068 as Fire Prevenwon Week throughout this state, and I arge all the people
uf Monroe County to protect their homes and famulies by heeding the inmportant safecy
messages of Fue Prevention Week 2008, and o support the many public safety activicies and
efforts of Monroe County’s fiee and emergency services,

Signed thus 172 day of September, 2008

Wavor Matio Di Gennaro



