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ITEM BACKGROUND: In 1920, President Woodrow Wilson issued the first National Fire Prevention Day 
proclamation, and since 1922, National Fire Prevention Week has been observed on the Sunday through 
Saturday period in which October 9 falls. The 2008 Fire Prevention Week theme, "It's Fire Prevention Week­
Prevent Home Fires!" effectively serves to remind us all of the simple actions we can take to stay safer from 
fire during Fire Prevention Week and year-round. 
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK 

W'lIERE.~S, Fire Ptevention Week was est,bushed to commemutate tht" Gte-,ll 
ChJOj!;o Fire of 1S7 1 that W1gi""lly kilkd more than 250 peuple, left 100,000 homele"_ 
de'lw~"ed mort" th:m 17,400 structureS ;md burned more than 2,0(0(1 ~a,": and lhi, eveN 
"hanged the "'-ay tne fIrefighters and public officials thought aboul fin ,.tety, and 

WHEREAS, on the 40,h anniversary l>f the Great Oucago Fire, the Fire \hr>n:ils 
A"ociatioll of North America ([oday known" ,he Imemaci'1nal Fire Marshals .~"<xiati"nJ_ 

decided that the anniver"ary f-,f the Great Ch'cago Fire should henceforth be observed nm 
,,~dl fe~t1vitJes, but in a w.y thal would keer [he pubuc informed about tlw Importance of 
fire prf"\'tlllion; and 

WHERE,,::', in 1920, Preside"l Woodrow Wil,on Issued the fin'l Nanonal FUT 
Plevemion Day proclamation, and ,ince 1922, National Fue Prevention We,ek has hem 
ob,erved on the Sunday through Saturday period in ''''ruch Om>ber 9 (ills; and The 
l'n"dent of the Uruted States has signed a procl~mation pronO\lnon~ ~ nation~l obsavance 
during thaI week every year sinct 1925; and 

W'HE.R1':AS, Ihe C.XLrlty of Monroe i< committed to ~nsuring the ~~frty 'nd ,ecurity 
of ,ll those hving in al1d nsiung our county; and 

\'i/HEREi\S, ure IS a seriou" pubuc safety concern both 10c.,Uy and nmonally, and 
home' ue ,he locatlQn, where people are ~( greatest risk from ftre; and 

W'HEREA'>, home fll"es kIlled more than 2,500 people in the United State, in 2006, 
~ccording to the blest research frQln the nonprofil N~tlOml Fire PrQtecnon AssOCl~tion 

(-";FPA), and f1<e department' in [he United State, responded 10 n~",h 400,000 hom~ fires; 
'od 

\\HERE,\S, co,)I<1-"g is the leading nuse of home Ere' MId home fir~ irllUr1eS, whil~ 

heating eguipment anJ 'mnking ~re [he leading caus(:j. CJf h'Jtlle fire dcaths; and 

WHERE,\S, Monroe County'> fitdighters are dedlCaltd to reduciug the OCCUrrelKr 
of hume tIres and home fire iniuri~, Ihrough prevention and protecti"n edu..:ation; and 

W'HERE.\S, Monroe COllnty', r"sidem, <U"e r<,>ponsive to pllblic "ducatl"n 
measures ~nd are able to take per"onal steps to ll1creas~ their safety from flte, e'pe(ial!l' Ln 
[heit homes; and residem, ''''ho h~v~ planned and practiced a home' [ire escape plan are 
mote prepared and will thetl'fore be more likd~' to survive a [lIe; ""d 

\\-'HERE.~S, the 2008 Fire Prev~ncion We~k theme, "11's Fire Preventi,)n Week­
Prevent Home File~'" ~ffc'..:nvel)' serves 10 rtmind us all of thc SImple a~ri0llS "'~ can take to 
stal' .~(er from fire dutlng I--,'ire Prevention Week and )-~ar,wund_ 

THEREFORE, I !'Ilario iJ' (;ellnaro, Mayor o( Montoe COLmty do hereby prochim 
OClober 5-11, 21)08 as Fire Preventi"n 'X'eek lhwughout this state, .nd r urge aU th" people 
of Monroe County [0 proteer the,r homes aml familie< by heedlng the in\l)(xtant sa(en 
message~ of File Prevention Week 2008, and t,--, support the many pubhc sa(ety a[fj\'l[i<'~ and 
efforl~ of Mc'nroe Counn-', fLee ~nd emergenC\' ,erv,cc,. 

SIgned tl-u, 17.1, day ofSepltlTlGer, 2008 

i\l"vo' /lhrio Di Genn,lIo 


