BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY
Meeting Date:_November 14, 2007 Division: Budget & Finance
Bulk Item: Yes _X No _ Department: OMB

Staff Contact: Tina Boan - 4472

AGENDA ITEM WORDING: Approval to advertise a public hearing concerning the potential use of
the uniform method to collect non-ad Valorem assessments to fund Fire Services in the unincorporated
area of Monroe County.

ITEM BACKGROUND: The board has previously approved the concept to consider a special non-
ad Valorem assessment and is required by Section 197.3632 of the Florida Statutes to advertise and
hold a public hearing.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT BOCC ACTION: At the September 21, 2007 Public Budget Hearing, the
Board approved item D-1 entitled County Administrator’s recommended 2008/2009 Budget Action
Plan.

CONTRACT/AGREEMENT CHANGES:
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Approval.

TOTAL COST: Cost of Advertisement BUDGETED: Yes _ No

COST TO COUNTY: SOURCE OF FUNDS: 141

REVENUE PRODUCING: Yes __ No__ AMOUNT PER MONTH

APPROVED BY: County Attyﬁﬁy OMB/Purchasi% Risk Management

DOCUMENTATION: Included _ X Not Required

DISPOSITION: AGENDA ITEM #

Revised 8/06
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KEY WEST FLORIDA 33040
(305) 294-4641

To:  Board of County Commissioners

From: Tina Boan
Budget Manag%/
Date: 10/26/2007

Re: Non-ad valorem Fire Assessments

In anticipation that the county may consider the development of an assessment for fiscal relief in
the area of fire services, staff is requesting approval to advertise a public hearing to consider a
resolution concerning the potential use of the uniform method to collect non-ad Valorem
assessments.

During fiscal year 2007 and the 2008 budget cycle we have identified the need for additional
revenue in order to continue to provide adequate fire services to the citizens. Additional pressure
was added during the 2007 Special Legislative Sessions with House Bill 1B, Property Tax
Reduction and Reform Law.

The “Exemption” that was given was supposed to give relief to taxing units where the predominant
function of which is to provide emergency medical or fire rescue services was misleading. What it
did was exclude them from the millage cap where the calculation was based on the annual growth
rate and designate them as an Independent Special District. Independent Special District’'s were
mandated to a maximum millage rate levy by majority vote of 97 percent of the rolled back rate. In
other words it was sold as an exemption but really was a 3% reduction.

Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, requires that the County hold a public hearing and adopt a
resolution of intent to use the uniform method of collection for any assessment program in the
calendar year prior to any collection. Section 197.3632 also requires that notice of the public
hearing to adopt the resolution of intent be published in a newspaper of general circulation once a
week for the four consecutive weeks immediately before the date of the hearing.

It is important to note that we are trying to satisfy our statutory notice requirements. By
moving forward with the advertisement, public hearing, and adopting the resolution of
intent, the County is simply reserving the right to levy the assessment. To reiterate, this
resolution is non-binding, the County may decide not to go forward with the assessment at
a later date.

Feel free to contact myself at X4472 or Cynthia Hall, Assistant County Attorney X3174 if you have
any questions.



FLORIDA H O U S E O F REPRESENTATI VE S

ENROLLED
HB 1B, Engrossed 1 . 207eislaure

(4) The maximum millage rate that an‘independent special

district'may levy by a majority vote of the governing body for

the 2007-2008 fiscal year is 97 percent of the rolled-back rate,

as calculated under s. 200.065.
(a)

734 may be increased to the rolled-back rate if approved by a two-

The maximum millage rate specified in this subsection

735| thirds vote of the governing body of the independent special

736 district.

737 (b) The maximum millage rate specified in this subsection

738| may be increased to the nonvoted millage rate that was levied in

739| the 2006-2007 fiscal year, if approved by a unanimous vote of

740 the governing body of the independent special district or by a

741| three-fourths vote if the governing body has nine or more

742 members.

743 (c) Upon approval of a maximum rate in paragraph (b), a

744| higher rate may be levied if approved by a referendum of the

745 voters.
| (d)

for the 2007-2008 fiscal year under this section, municipal

For the purposé'of“céiéﬁiéfihg'Méiiﬁuﬁumillége rates

service taxing units and special districts dependent to a county

or municipality, the predominant function of which is to provide

. . . . .
emergency medical or fire rescue services, shall be considered

independent special districts'and shall not be included for

purposes of calculating the maximum millage rate under

subsections (2) and (3).

(5) In the 2008—2009.fiséal Yeaf,wé county, municipal

service taxing units of that county, and special districts

dependent to that county; a municipality and special districts
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